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Abstract. We consider a model for the flow of two immiscible fluids in a two-dimensional thin
strip of varying width. This represents an idealization of a pore in a porous medium. The interface
separating the fluids forms a freely moving interface in contact with the wall and is driven by the
fluid flow and surface tension. The contact line model incorporates Navier slip boundary conditions
and a dynamic and possibly hysteretic contact angle law. We assume a scale separation between the
typical width and the length of the thin strip. Based on asymptotic expansions, we derive effective
models for the two-phase flow. These models form a system of differential algebraic equations for
the interface position and the total flux. The result is Darcy-type equations for the flow, combined
with a capillary pressure - saturation relationship involving dynamic effects. Finally, we provide
some numerical examples to show the effect of a varying wall width, of the viscosity ratio, of the slip
boundary condition as well as of having a dynamic contact angle law.
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1. Introduction. Many industrial and environmental processes, such as oil re-
covery, geological CO5 sequestration or groundwater pollution, strongly depend on
the flow in the respective porous medium. In all these applications, it is necessary to
describe the flow of all involved fluid phases at a macroscopic scale to allow for effi-
cient simulations in large domains. In particular, the complex pore structure and the
exact distribution of fluids are simplified into a representation by averaged quantities
such as the porosity and saturation. The relations between these macroscopic quan-
tities must be expressed with the help of effective parameters, which should combine
all pore-scale effects. However, in many state-of-the-art models these parameters are
postulated and not derived from a pore-scale model.

One of the earliest models for the macro-scale flow in a porous medium was pro-
posed by Darcy [18]. Based on column experiments for fully-saturated, single-phase
flow in a porous medium, a proportionality between the pressure gradient and the
velocity was observed, involving the medium’s permeability as proportionality factor.
Subsequently, further experiments by Richards [59] and by Morrow and Harris [52]
extended the theory to unsaturated and two-phase flow in porous media, respectively.
The resulting flow models still include Darcy’s law, with a then saturation-dependent
permeability. However, they additionally involved the phase-pressure difference, also
known as the capillary pressure, which appears due to surface tension between the
phases.

Based on experiments at equilibrium conditions, nonlinear, but monotonic cap-
illary pressure - saturation functions have been used for decades. However, already
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Morrow and Harris [52] showed that this relation also depends on the process — im-
bibition or drainage. Besides this hysteresis, further dynamic effects were reported in
many experiments [24, 64, 20, 13, 74], leading to a variety of non-monotonic curves
which cannot be combined into a simple capillary pressure - saturation function.

To overcome the mismatch between the experimental results and the mathemati-
cal models, several extensions of the capillary pressure - saturation relation have been
proposed. Typically, dynamic effects and hysteresis are directly expressed in terms of
spatial or temporal derivatives of the saturation leading to different capillary pressure
models, e.g. [53, 6, 7, 8], for an overview see [61]. Alternatively, the interfacial area was
introduced as an additional state variable leading to a capillary pressure - saturation -
interfacial area relationship that implicitly models the dynamic and hysteretic effects
via the change in interfacial area [29, 30]. Other hysteresis models are based on the
concept of percolating/nonpercolating phases [31, 32, 33]. These extended models are
able to reproduce non-monotonic phenomena like saturation overshoot and fingering
as shown in [69, 70, 51| by qualitative analysis using a travelling wave approach and
in 21, 46, 34, 41, 60, 75] by numerical simulations.

However, all models discussed above are considering the so-called Darcy scale, and
thus describe the average behaviour of the liquid phases disregarding the detailed pore
structure and processes at the pore scale. It is crucial to understand the dependence
of the effective parameters on the underlying pore structure. At the pore scale, the
mathematical model can incorporate the detailed physical processes, but it is posed
in the entire pore space, which is extremely complex, and needs to account for all
interfaces between phases. Resolving the whole complicated pore space of realistic
scenarios in direct numerical simulations is infeasible, so that further simplifications
are necessary to link the properties of the different scales.

To approach this task, there exist a large variety of analytical upscaling tech-
niques, see [17] for an overview. The volume averaging method has been used to
derive effective equations for quantities at the level of a representative elementary
volume, while restricting the form of constitutive equations using the second law
of thermodynamics at the Darcy scale. This method has been successfully applied
to single-phase and two-phase flow in porous media in [28, 73, 55]. However, the
technique does only provide explicit expressions for the effective parameters in the
constitutive equations via closure problems, when additional assumptions are made.
Alternatively, the homogenization method is a (matched) asymptotic expansion ap-
proach for typically periodic systems, where there is a clear scale separation. The
idea is to approximate the problem involving a small parameter ¢ (e.g. the ratio of an
average pore diameter to a Darcy-scale length) by the limit problem and its solution
as ¢ — 0. For an introduction to this method, we mention [36] and the references
therein. Many results for flow in porous media have been obtained by homogenization,
see e.g. [3, 1, 2, 48, 50, 49, 62], leading either to explicit expressions or to so-called cell
problems for the effective parameters. In both cases, knowledge of the underlying pore
structure allows for the explicit computation of the effective parameters. Therefore,
we apply the homogenization method to explicitly derive effective relations.

Here we consider a simplified geometry, namely the flow through a single, long
and thin pore as a representative for the porous medium. Despite the very simplistic
representation, the upscaling of thin-strip models typically leads to Darcy-scale mod-
els with the same structure as well-recognized Darcy-scale models in general porous
media, see e.g. [50, 49, 54, 62]. Additionally, using a single pore allows for the explicit
derivation of closed-form expressions for the upscaled quantities. We assume that
the pore is filled by two incompressible and immiscible fluid phases. The interface
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separating the two fluids is traversal to the flow direction. The mathematical model
consists of conservation laws for mass and momentum in time-dependent domains rep-
resenting the fluids. Assuming a horizontal setting, we disregard gravity effects. The
evolution of the interface separating the domains is not known a priori, but depends
on the velocities of the fluids and on the surface tension between the fluids. Hence,
the development of the boundary of the domains must be accounted for, and we have
a free boundary problem.

While the fluid domains are assumed to be layered in [50, 49, 54, 62|, such that the
fluid-fluid interface does not come into contact with the solid wall, we here consider
the case when the interface is in contact with the pore walls. This requires a contact
angle model, which is allowed to be dynamic or even hysteretic. In particular, this also
implies that each fluid is only present either at the inlet or at the outlet. Note that the
plug flow scenario considered in [54] has a similar fluid distribution, but the authors
assume a fixed interface shape and a residual thin-film, which yields dynamics that
are very different from those generated by a variable interface with moving contact
line. Furthermore, we allow for a slowly varying solid wall instead of a constant-width
strip or tube used in [50, 49, 54, 62].

Based on the discussed pore-scale model, we derive upscaled (Darcy-scale) models
for two-phase or unsaturated single-phase flow in a porous medium under reasonable
assumptions on the underlying physics. We follow the ideas in [50, 49, 62], where
asymmetric expansions and transversal averaging is applied to obtain a macro-scale
model based on the simple, layered pore. We complement this with volume averages to
account for the different geometry and fluid distribution. A similar strategy has been
used to show that the upscaled models significantly differ for different flow regimes
assuming stationary fluid-fluid interface shapes in [54], and in [62] when assuming a
layered, parallel flow regime. In general, the thin-strip approach allows the derivation
of explicit relations between the averaged quantities, while various additional features
and processes can be easily incorporated, see e.g. [62, 71, 45, 14].

This paper is organized as follows. In section 2 we formulate the mathematical
model for two-phase flow with evolving interface in a thin strip, which is then rescaled
to obtain a non-dimensional formulation. Next, we formally derive in section 3 the
effective models in the bulk domains and close to the interface when the ratio between
the width and length of the thin strip approaches zero. These models form a system of
differential algebraic equations for the interface position and the total flux. Based on
the derived models, we discuss averaged and effective quantities and their relations in
section 4. In particular, there holds a Darcy-type equation for the flow and a capillary
pressure - saturation relationship involving dynamic effects. Finally, section 5 provides
some numerical examples showing the behaviour of the effective models for a constant
as well as a varying wall width. The effect of the viscosity ratio, of the slip length
and of having a dynamic contact angle law are discussed in detail.

2. Mathematical Model. We consider a two-dimensional thin strip of length
L > 0, which is axisymmetric at Dy := [0,L] x {0}. Let @ : [0,L] — (0,00)
be a given smooth function (which is bounded away from zero), that describes the
wall Ty, := {& € (0,L) x (0,00) | #5 = w(#;)}. Here and in the following, the
subscripts -1 and -5 denote the components of a vector. Then the domain of interest
is Q= {& € (0,L) x (0,00) | &5 < w(i1)}. At each time € [0,00), the domain is
partitioned into two subdomains Ql(f) and Qn(f), which represent the parts occupied
by the two fluids; one at the inlet boundary 'y, := {0} x [0,@(0)] and the other at
the outflow boundary Toy := {L} x [0,@(L)]. For an illustration of the geometry,
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Ficure 2.1. Sketch of the half thin strip Q filled by two fluids with interface T'(£) at time {.

see Figure 2.1.

We consider the particular case when the two fluids are separated by an ax-
isymmetric fluid-fluid interface T'(£) := 9y (£) N dQu(£), which is in contact with the
solid wall I'y,. This interface has an a-priori unknown location and shape, and there-
fore appears as a free boundary in the mathematical model. It is parametrized by
4 :[0,00) x [0,1] = €, such that ['(£) = {¥(£,s) | s € [0,1]}. The parametrization
starts at the symmetry boundary and ends at the wall, i.e.,

(21) '?2@7 0) = 07 '3/2(57 1) = w(’?l(ﬂ 1))

The point &*(f) := (£, 1) is the so-called contact point.

At all boundaries of Q the outward normal and tangential unit vectors are de-
noted n and t with an index specifying the part of the boundary, e.g. ngym for the
normal vector at the symmetry boundary Fsym At the fluid-fluid interface F( ),
the normal unit vector pointing from Ql(f) into QH( f) is denoted by mr, while the
tangential unit vector is tr. Therefore, these vectors are given by

— 6s;‘/ — 1 3, at 1 85”\}’2
tr = 221 = 0 nr = ( )
S Y (R =N ENERG B RV(CEN G SERN WA

t :—+< 1A) n :%(76511%)
VS T e \ 2 ) v Vearl 1)
tsym:((l))7 nsym:(_ol)z
tin:(,ol>, nin:(Bl)a
tout:((1))7 nout:(é)'

In each sub-domain €,,(f), m € {I,1}, we assume that the flow is modelled by
the incompressible Navier-Stokes equations, which are written in dimensional form

(2.2) P (05t + (T - V) ) + Vi = pmAtsy, in Q. (0),
(2.3) @ Uy, =0 in Q7ﬂ(£)a

joR
>

where 1, (t, &) and p,, (f, &) are the velocity and pressure of fluid m. The parameters
pm and fi,, denote the density and the dynamlc viscosity of the fluid. The symmetry
conditions at Fsym m(t) = Fsym N o, (t) are

(2.4) Uy - Nsym = 0, toym - (@ﬂmnsym) =0 on f‘symym(tﬂ),

(25) @p\m . ’nsym = 0 on f‘sym,m(t)v

2.6 nr - Ngym, = 0 at s =0.
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The walls Ty, () := ['y, N 30, (f) in contact with fluid m € {I, T} are assumed
impermeable, such that there is no fluid flow in normal direction, i.e.,

(2.7) Uy - My = 0 on Ty m (%)

Traditionally, this is complemented with the no-slip condition ., - t, = 0 under
the assumption that the fluid adheres to the wall. However, the no-slip condition
leads to a singularity in the pressure and in the shear stress at the contact point
&*(t) between wall Ty, and interface I'(£) [39, 23, 22|. To overcome this issue, several
alternative boundary conditions have been proposed for use close to the contact point
(or contact line in three dimensions), see [57, 12, 65] and the references therein. Here,

we consider the Navier-slip condition
(2.8) tw (@ + 20D (@) ) = 0 on D'y (D),

where D(it) := %(@'& +(Va)T) denotes the symmetric strain and X is the slip length.
This condition has been proposed originally by Huh and Scriven [39] to resolve the
contact-line problem, and has been frequently used [35, 38, 19, 27, 63, 58]. Often, the
Navier slip condition is only applied close to the contact point. In this case, a variable
slip length A(#;) is adopted, decaying rapidly to zero away from the contact point
&*(t), see e.g. [25, 16, 27, 4]. This seems justified by molecular dynamics simulations
showing that the no-slip boundary condition is only violated in a small region (up
to some nm) around the contact point [43, 44, 68, 67, 42]. Additionally, surface
wettability and roughness strongly affect the slip behaviour, see e.g. [40, 47, 5, 26] for
a mathematical analysis.

Remark 2.1. To be general, we will consider two cases here: a constant slip length
A on the whole wall Ty, or a varying slip length A(£,#1) = Agexp(—c|é; — 2% (£)])
which decreases exponentially away from the contact point *(f). Note that the
overall dynamics of the two-phase system will be independent of the latter, local
slip condition, and especially of the exact form used; only the flow field close to
the interface will be affected, see section 3. This is in accordance with the results
in [22, 63]. Furthermore, for smooth solutions the continuity of the fluid velocities
(2.10) across the interface I'(f) and the Navier slip condition (2.8) at the wall T, (£)
only holds, if the slip length \ at the contact point &*(t) is the same in both fluids.
Therefore, we consider the same slip length A for both fluids, although they could in
principle differ.

At the contact point &*(¢), the contact angle § between the wall fw(f) and the
fluid interface I'(f) must be prescribed. Minimization of the total surface energy
yields the well-known Young’s relation oy — o = o cos 05, where o7 and oy denote the
surface tension coefficients between the solid and the two fluids, and o the interfacial
tension between the two fluids. The angle 6, is called the static contact angle and
measured from the side of fluid I, as shown in Figure 2.1. Experiments performed
under dynamic conditions show a dynamic behaviour of the contact angle. This is
expressed as an apparent contact angle 6, and has a major influence on the overall
flow dynamics [10]. In general, observations show increasing advancing angles, but
decreasing receding angles, when the contact-line velocity U increases [22, 9]. The
0-U relation is essentially monotonic.

There are mainly two models to describe this phenomenon: the hydrodynamic
theory and the molecular kinetic theory, for detailed reviews see [10, 56, 12]. The
hydrodynamic theory emphasises on dissipation due to viscous flow within the wedge
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of liquid near the moving contact line. The region close to the contact point is analysed
based on asymptotic expansions [35, 72, 37, 22, 19, 16]. For two-phase flow this yields
the well-known Cox law g(6) = ¢g(0s)+CuU/o for the dynamic contact angle 6, where
U denotes the contact line velocity, the constant C' depends on the specific slip model,
and g is an analytically derived function, which can be approximated by g(#) ~ 63
for small angles [16]. The other approach is the molecular kinetic theory, where the
dissipation is described due to the dynamic friction associated with the moving contact
line. This yields the relation U = C sinh(Cao(cos s — cos#)) with the constants Cy
and Cy depending on molecular properties [11, 15, 9]. After linearisation for small
differences in the angles, one obtains U = C'o(cos 5 — cos 0) for some constant C' [10].

As for the slip length, the contact angle is strongly affected by surface wettability
and roughness. In [10, 56], the resulting effects are made responsible for contact angle
hysteresis, i.e., that static contact angles can be achieved in the whole range 6, <
0s < 04, where 0,, 0, denote the advancing and receding contact angles, respectively.
Summarizing all the above results, we assume the contact angle 6 to depend on the
velocity —0y&" (t) -t of the contact point parallel to the wall. Recall that &* = 4521,
so this contact angle condition is expressed as

(2.9) cos((=0Y - twl|s,=5,)) = tr - ty| at s =1,

1=
where 6 : R — (0,7) is a given dynamic contact angle model. Note that any dy-
namic contact angle model that satisfies assumption (A5) below can be used. Specific
relations for hysteretic # and their effect on the behaviour will be discussed in subsec-
tion 3.4. Furthermore, to account for heterogeneities, the following analysis can be
straightforwardly extended to the case when the contact angle also depends on the
position &7 (t) of the contact point.

At the interface IA’(tA)7 there holds continuity of the velocity and of the tangential
stress, while the jump in the normal stress is caused by the surface tension

>
>

(210) '{I'I = ﬂ]I on

(
(

),
),

t

>

(211) —(}31 — ﬁH)TLF + 2(,[1,115(’&1) — uﬂﬁ(ﬁn))np = O’l%’np on

P a2
where £ = % is the local mean curvature of the interface. Note that this

curvature generalizes to V-np for three-dimensional domains. The interface moves
according to the normal velocity of the fluids,

(212) 8t~‘y ‘nr = ﬁI ‘nr on P(t)

At the inlet boundary ['in, either the pressure p;, or the velocity u;, is given, namely
either

(2.13) P1 = Din, U1-tin =0 or Uy = Uiy on I'yy,
while an outflow boundary condition is applied at Lout (corresponding to Pyt = 0)
(2.14) pr1 =0, ug-tou =0 on Tout.

The problem is closed by the initial conditions ’y| i—o = Yo for the position of the
interface T'(0) and ﬂm’{:o = Qi for the velocity in Q,,(0). In the following, we
will omit the initial conditions and implicitly require them to match the asymptotic
solutions in section 3 to avoid possible initial layer solutions for small times.
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2.1. Dimensionless Formulation. To quantify the importance of the different
terms of the model, we rewrite the equations in a dimensionless form. As we consider
a single, thin pore, we introduce the small parameter ¢ = @w(0)/L < 1 which charac-
terizes the ratio of the typical width to the length of the thin strip. Note that in a
general porous medium, ¢ would reflect the ratio of the size of a pore to the length
scale of a representative elementary volume. With this, we rescale the governing
equations using the dimensionless quantities

& By & _ U A _ A
Ty = %, T = wm(%) —%, t:= ) )\E-—m_iv
VE(t, 5) 1= %7 V5(t,s) = ’Yz}((td;) = ‘72‘8(25)’ w(xy) = 12}((%1)) _ wéil)’
0(w) = 0U), (1) = Bl g (1) i LeLDEL,

where U > 0 denotes a characteristic velocity. In particular, the pressure reference
uiU/(2L) is chosen such that pressure and viscous stress terms in (2.2) are balanced.
For moderate Reynolds number, this choice ensures laminar flow driven by the pres-
sure gradients, which is crucial for the validity of Darcy’s law on the Darcy scale.
Note that the coordinates x1 and x5 are scaled differently to obtain a domain of order
1, O(£%). Hence, the non-dimensional differential operators are

ve= (), A= 2, 4 e 2P

To)

and the divergence changes accordingly. The non-dimensional domains and bound-
aries become
Te(t) = {~¥°(t,8) | s € [0,1]}, Q°={x € (0,1) x (0,00) | z2 < wH(z1)},
r§, ={0} x[0,1], M :={0 Cc Q°\T(t) | OUTY, is connected},
Q) = J 0, Qp() =\ UOE), Tow = {1} x [0,w(1)],
oemM
Loymm(t) ={w € 005, (t) [ 22 = 0}, T, ,,(t) = {x € 0, () | w2 = wiz1)}-

After the rescaling of (2.1)—(2.14), the dimensionless equations read

(2.15) e?Re(0puf + (uf - VO)ui) + Vopf = £ A%uf in Q5(t),
(2.16) e’RRe(dug + (uf - VO)up) + Vopg = Me* A®ug  in Q(¢),
(2.17) Veu;, =0 in Q, (%),

. U, Ngym =0,  Esym - U, Nsym ) = on t),
2.18 fn Y 0 t Y VE fn Y 0 ngm,m
(2.19) Veps, - Ngym = 0, on 'S, (1),

. either =D, Uy -tin =0, or Uy = U; on Iy,
(2.20) either pf=pf,, wui-t [ = U, I
(2.21) pp =0, uf-towt =0 on I't ,
(2.22) £, - (u, +2eA°D(ug,)ns,) =0, wu;,-ni, =0 on I'y, (1),
(2.23) at(gj;) nh=ulond, Ul =ud on T(t),
(224) —(pf — pi)ni + 227 (D(uf) - MD(u))nf = &Gr'nf on I(0),
(2.25) Ny - Neym =0 at s =0,
(2.26) cos(05(—0y° -ty a1 =2)) = t1 - L5, . at s=1,

T1=71
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for m € {I, T}, where

Re=22E >0,  Ca=#Y>0, M=4>0 and R=2>0
denote the effective Reynolds number, the capillary number and the viscosity and
density ratio, respectively.

The non-dimensional strain is given by D(u?) = £(V°u®+ (V°u)?) and the
transformed normal and tangential vectors are

te :_%( 1 6) nt = %(75&5le>
w \/14€2(0z, we)? €0z 0" ) w \/ 14+€2 (92, we)? 1 ’
e — 1 ( 9575 ) e — 1 (s&wi >
T Ve +e20.45) \ 07 ) I V@A) +e2(0.75)2 \ —0am

Furthermore, the non-dimensional curvature is given by

e edet(d.45, 0%+ (0710295 —0:750275)
(0992 +e2(9:75)2)"  ((9:7)242(9:75)2)™"

Remark 2.2. Integrating (2.17) for m = I over V,, = {& € Q5(¢) | z1 < a} for
any a < min,e[o,1) 7 (%, s) yields by the Gauss theorem and the boundary conditions
(2.18) and (2.22)

w(a) 1
O:/ Vs-ufdac:/ uf-nds:/ uf1’ _ dasg—/ uf .|, _dws.
sllzy=a sz =0
Va Vg 0 0

Denoting the total flux into the half strip by ¢5(¢,0) := fol ui 1 (t, ) ’zlzodx2’ we obtain

that for all a < min,ejo,17{ (%, 5) the total flux ¢*(¢, a) := fows(a) ui 4 ’zl:adasg = ¢%(t,0).
Analogously, integrating (2.17) for m = I over Q5(¢t) and for m = T over V, = {x € Qf|
ry < a} for any a > max,ep,1]7i(t,s) yields by the Gauss theorem, the boundary
conditions (2.18) and (2.22) and the continuity of velocity at the interface (2.23) that

w(a)
0= [ V- ujde +/ Ve ujde = —¢%(t,0) +/ “f[,l’m:adx??
Qs Va 0
i.e., the total flux ¢(¢, a) := Ouf(a) u ’Il:adxg = ¢*(t,0) for all a > max,c(o1] 75 (t, 5).

Within the interval [mingep,1] 7 (%, 5), max,e(o,1) 75 (£, 5)], the same calculation shows
that the sum of the two fluxes over the respective parts of the domain equals the total
flux ¢%(¢,0). This means that the total flux is independent of x1, so we will simply
use ¢5(t) in this result for the subsequent analysis.

3. Asymptotic Expansions. In this section, we derive the formal solution for
the two-phase flow system (2.15)—(2.26) in the asymptotic limit as ¢ — 0, i.e., the
behaviour in the limit when the thin strip becomes infinitely thin. We start with
the solution in the bulk domains Q¢ (t), m € {I,1I}, away from the interface I'*(¢),
where either fluid I or I is present, respectively. In the subsequent section, we show
that these bulk solutions are connected via a boundary layer solution in the vicinity
of I'é(t). Altogether, the solution is of Hagen-Poiseuille type in the bulk coupled by
a dynamic Young-Laplace law at the interface, such that the interface position and
the total flux are given by differential algebraic equations. Furthermore, we show
that the solution for vanishing viscosity ratio M — 0 matches the asymptotic limit
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for unsaturated one-phase flow. Finally, a reformulation for hysteretic contact angle
models is discussed.

For the following analysis we use an asymptotic expansion technique with respect
to € to derive effective models. All variables are assumed to be smooth and to depend
regularly on ¢ starting with the leading order O(¢?). We apply the homogenization
ansatz

ul (t,x) = u?n(t, x)+ su}n(t, x)+ 0(82),
P (t, ) = iy (8, ®) + ey, (1, 2) + O(?),
Yt 8) = v (¢, 8) + s'yl(t, s)+ (’)(52),

o 3

for m € {I,I}. Inserting the asymptotic expansions into the two-phase flow equations
(2.15)—(2.26) and equating terms of the same order in &, we will obtain the asymptotic
equations and solutions in the limit as € — 0. To this end, we need some assumptions
on the parameters of the model.
(A1) The Reynolds number Re and its product with the density ratio R are uni-
formly bounded for all 0 < ¢ < 1, i.e., there exists C' € (0,00) such that
Re < C and RRe < C independent of . In other words Re = O(e°) or
Re = 0(¢”), and RRe = O(°) or RRe = o(&?).
(A2) The viscosity ratio M of the fluids is of order 1, M = O(V).
(A3) According to Remark 2.1, the slip length A® has the form

*
A(t,21) = A% + Acexp (|x1 Exl(t”) ;
for given constants A%, A, > 0 that are independent of . Moreover, there
holds either A\, = 0, or A° = 0. Note that the latter represents the case of
rapidly decaying slip away from the interface, so that A° has the expansion
Ae(t, 1) = O(eVN) for arbitrary N € N as long as z1 — z}(t) > e.
(A4) The wall function w® has a uniform expansion

w(x1) = w'(z1) + ew' (1) + O(?),

where w® : [0,1] — (0,00) is continuously differentiable (and thus bounded
away from zero). Furthermore, there holds 9,,w°(1) = 9,,w°(1) = 0.
(A5) The contact angle relation 6° has a uniform expansion

0(u) = 0°(u) + 0" (u) + O(?),

where 0 : R — (0,7) is Lipschitz-continuous.
(A6) If the velocity boundary condition uf = wuf, is used at the inlet I'{ , the
velocity is given by

0 2
us, (1,) = <3q<t>“*62§olﬁ + 0@) ,
O(e?)
where ¢ : [0,00) — R is a continuous function independent of .
As will be seen below, (A1) ensures that the flow remains laminar. Furthermore, (A2)
restricts the discussion to moderately viscous liquids. While M > 1 would result in
a highly viscous second fluid which gets immobile as € — 0, we will discuss the case
M « 1 of a extremly mobile fluid like air (compared to water or oil) separately
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in subsection 3.3. The asymptotic expansion stated in (A4) and (A5) is crucial for
the derivation, while (A3) serves as a simplification to avoid technical complexity.
The main reason for a straight wall at inlet and outlet (9,,w°(1) = 9,,w°(1) = 0)
together with (A6) is to avoid possible boundary layer effects. This can be relaxed if
the boundary conditions (2.20) and (2.21) at I'{, and 'S, are replaced appropriately.
Furthermore, rough walls of type w®(z1) = w°(z1) +ew' (z1 /) + O(g) would strongly
affect the shape and position of the interface. A naive extension of the following
results would yield unphysical oscillations of the interface, so that we restrict the
discussion to slowly varying walls.

Note that the normal and tangential vectors ng, tf, ng, and 5, depend on ~® and
w®, respectively, such that these can be expanded, e.g.

(31) e = (3) —(%*") + 0,

0 s
(—suntonty ) + e (5ry) + 0 for 9,7 #0,
(3.2) mnfp = 1 ( 979 )+€ 1 ( 973 )
\/(ag'yl)z-k—(aqu?)? 3'Y1 (85"/1)24-(8:’)/2)2 s'Yl
571 Os 0575 0s s .
+e ((BZ;l)erzrasW’?)z)gﬁ ( 72 ) + O( ) otherwise.

In particular, the direction of the normal vector nf depends on 9s7?. If 979 # 0 for
some s € [0, 1], the interface I'(t) is largely deformed over a region that has a width
O(e%), namely I = [mingeo,1) 7§, Maxeo,1) ¥i] with |[I] = O(g%). Therefore, there
are both fluids present along a transversal segment at any x; € I, and complicated
interface dynamics occur in the limit ¢ — 0. On the other hand, if 9,7Y = 0, only
small deformations with |I| = O(e) are possible, and we obtain asymptotically a sharp
transition from fluid I to fluid T at ~Y.

3.1. Flow in the bulk domains. First, we consider the flow in the bulk do-
mains QF,, m € {I[,I}, and solve the resulting equations away from the interface.
Inserting the homogenization ansatz into (2.15)—(2.22) using (A1)—(A6) and a Taylor
expansion around xo = w’(z1) for (2.22), one obtains

(3.3) O(e) = 8m1p1 82 UI 1 in Qf(t),

(3:4)  O(°) =" 0up? in Q5(t),

(3.5) O(e) = 8m1pI[ M32 U]I 1 in Qp(t),

(3.6)  O(") =e ' 0upy in Qy(t),

(3.7) O(e) = 5_18@1&%2 + (&Clu?n 1+ 8I2u,1n 2) in Q° (),

(3.8) O} =ul, 5+ eul ,, O(e) = Op,u U 1 at xo =0,

(3.9) O(g) = 0,00, at x5 =0,
(310)  O(e) =pl —pin:  O(®) =ugy +eupy or

(3.11) OE}) =ud —ud +¢ (ul1 — ulln) at 1 =0,
(3.12) Oe) = p%, (’)(52) = u%z + eu}m at r1 =1,
(3.13) Oe) = u?n’l + )\OazQu?n 1 at z9 = wo(:vl),
(3.14)  O() =l g+ (uh o +w' Doyl y — 05, 100,0°)  at w2 =w(e).
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Note that either (3.10) or (3.11) holds, depending on the choice of the boundary
condition at the inlet I'§, .

Since we are interested in the flow behaviour away from the interface I'(t), we
define

Gi(t) == min ~{(s,t Gr(t) := Vst
1(t) = min 71(s,%), n(t) := max 7i(s,t),
and investigate the problem for z; < Gi(¢) in fluid I and for 27 > Gy(¢) in fluid I,
respectively. In leading order, one obtains 8,,u), , = 0 in Q, (¢) for both m e {I, I}
by the mass conservation (3.7). The symmetry and wall boundary conditions (3.8)
and (3.14) lead to

ud, 5 =0 for m =1, 1 < Gi(t), and for m =1, z; > Gu(t),

m,

which agrees with the in- and outflow boundary conditions (3.10)—(3.12). The second
component of the momentum balance of fluid I (3.4) yields in leading order 9,.,p? = 0
in Qf(¢), which is in agreement with the symmetry condition (3.9). We conclude

p? = p?(t,xl) for 1 < Gi(t).

Analogously, the second component of the momentum balance of fluid I (3.6) leads
to Oz,p% = 0 in Q5(¢) (in agreement with the symmetry condition (3.9)), and thus

pi =Yt 1) for x1 > Gr(t).
From the first component of the momentum balance of fluid I (3.3) one obtains
aﬂmP? = 8:%2“’10,1 in Q%(t)

Integrating twice over x5 using the symmetry and wall boundary conditions (3.8) and
(3.13), this leads to

23 — w®(x1)(2A° + wO(z1))

(3.15) up (t, @) = 5

awlp?(tvxl) for x; < Gl(t).

In a similar fashion, one obtains for fluid T by (3.5), (3.8), and (3.13)

22 — w(z1) (2% + w°(z1))
2M

(3.16)  up,(t,x) = Op, Py (t,z1)  for xy > Gy(t).

Integrating (3.15) and (3.16) over xy € [0,w’(z1)] for any 1 < Gy and z; > Gi,
respectively, and using Remark 2.2 yields

(w°(21))*(3A° + w’(21))
3

O(21))2(3A° + w' (1))
3M

w°(a)
Bﬁ)ﬂﬂ=/ W (b, 2) gy —adlr = — Do 0 (1 21),
0

ailp% (t, 1'1);

w® (a) (w
@w>aw:/ ) 1 (b, )]y —ady = —
0

where ¢(t) := fol u%l(t, x)dxs. Note that ¢ is independent of x1, and it is equivalent
to the one in (A6) if (3.11) is given. Otherwise, ¢ is unknown and must be found in



12 S. B. LUNOWA, C. BRINGEDAL, AND I. S. POP

the further solution process. Solving the above equations for p?,, with the outflow
boundary condition (3.12) we obtain

(3.19)  pi(t,®) = piy(t) — q(t) /(:CI (wo(ﬁ))Q(SiO ¥ wo(g))df for z1 < Gi(t),

dg for z1 > Gr(t).

(3.20)  pit.x) (t)/1 SM
. P, ) =4q

' @)X+ u0(E)
Here, the inlet pressure p? (t) is either given by the inlet boundary condition (3.10),
or has to be found in the further solution process. Note that since the inlet boundary
condition is either (3.10) or (3.11), this means that either q or p? is given, while
the other still must be determined. Inserting (3.19) and (3.20) into (3.15) and (3.16)
yields

w?(z1)(2A° + wO(z1)) — 23
2(wO(x1))2(3A9 + wO(z1))
w®(z1)(2A° + wO(z1)) — 23
2(w0(21))?(3A% + w°(21))

(3.21) up | (t, @) = 3q(t) for z1 < Gi(t),

(3.22) uloLl(t, x) = 3q(t) for z1 > Gy (t).

Using (3.21) and (3.22) in the mass conservation (3.7), the first order equations become

1 — L !
8x2um72 o q(t) (2(3/\0 + wo(xl))2 " (wo(xl))z

9(2X° + wO(z1)) a2
- 2(w®(21))3(3A0 + wo(il))Q > 0y w (1),

for m € {I,I}. Integration over x using the symmetry condition (3.8) yields

B T2 T2
ura(t2) = (1) <2(3/\0 Tul@))? " (@(a)?

320 + ¥ (w))ad o) for 2
2(11}0(1‘1))3(3)\0 —|—w0(x1))2)8951 ( 1) fi 1 < Gl(t),

una(t, @) = q(t) <2(3)\0 fiom)ﬂ " <w0?§1>>2
3200 + w0 (z1)) a3
 2(w0 (1)) (BN + w0 (a1))?

>8x1w0(331) for z1 > Gy(¢),

which is in agreement with the boundary conditions (3.10)—(3.12) and (3.14).
Summarizing, we obtain the following solution in the bulk domains. There holds

ui(t, z) = q():

w2 (21) A +w® (x1))—22
32t P tuo) T O€)
(3.23) :

T T 320+ w0 (z1))z2
5(2(3)\0+130(:01))2 + (w0(£1))2 - 2(w0((ml));r(3)\(g+13))0(il))2)a:clwo(xl) + 0(52)

z1
3:24) 7i(t.2) =00~ ) | eyl + 06,
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for 1 < Gi(t), while for z; > Gp(t) one gets

up(t,x) = q(t)-
w2 (21) A +w® (x1))—z2
Sar e w ) T OE)
(3.25) :
e « 3(2A°+w (1))}
(s + @tE — T er e ) d e (@) + O)
1
(326) pEH(t,$) = q(t) /x1 (wo(g))2(%¥0+wo(£))d€ + O(E)

This means that the solution in the bulk domains is of Hagen-Poiseuille type. Depend-
ing on the chosen inlet boundary condition (3.10) or (3.11), either the inlet pressure
py, or the total flux ¢ is given. The other coefficient will be determined in the following
subsection via the coupling at the interface I'“(t). For upscaled models, we emphasize
that the total flux ¢ is independent of the position x; and that the pressures p?,,
m € {[, I}, depend linearly on ¢ with a coefficient that only depends on the geometry
(w?), the viscosity ratio M and the slip length A°.

3.2. Interface with small deformations. We continue the analysis for the
interface region around I'*(¢). We first show that the bulk solutions are not compatible
with the interface conditions (2.23)—(2.26). However, introduction of a suitable scaling
allows to find the asymptotic solution in the boundary layer around the interface I'(¢),
which connects the bulk domain solutions. Additionally to (A1)—(A6), we make the
following assumptions.

(A7) The leading order interface position in z; is constant, i.e., 9579 = 0.

(A8) The capillary number is given by Ca = ¢*Ca for some a € Ny. Here, Ca

denotes the effective capillary number and is independent of ¢.

Note that (A7) means that the fluid-fluid interface I' has only small deformations,
such that Gi(t) = 79(t) = Gy(t). Furthermore, (A8) is used to distinguish whether
interfacial tension is relevant or even dominating the interface movement, see also Re-
mark 3.1. In case of a largely deformed interface (957 # 0), the solution could violate
the boundary and symmetry conditions (2.25) and (2.26). A more detailed analysis
with further boundary layers would be necessary, but lies out of the scope of this
paper.

Inserting the homogenization ansatz into the kinematic interface condition (2.23)
gives

(0] — ug )07 + uf 90571 = O(e).

Since 7Y is constant in the parameter s, a non-singular parameterization requires
9579 > 0. Inserting the bulk solution (3.23), where u%Q = 0, yields in leading order

()XY +w’(1?)) — (19)?
)

9,70 = 3¢
T (w0 (A9))2(3X0 + w0 (7?)

)

which contradicts the assumption that 79 does not depend on s, except for the trivial
case ¢q(t) = 0. Therefore, we expect the existence of a boundary layer around the
interface I'*(¢).

To resolve the boundary layer, we apply the inner scaling

Xi(t,21) == (x1 — (1)) /e, X5 =1
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and use the rescaled variables and domains

Yo= (D0F), UL (4 X) =, (te), Pt X) =05, (1),
2

Qo(t) = {X € R*|0 < Xo < w(W(t) +eX1)}, To(t):={Y(t,s)|sec0,1]},
Qea(t) = {X(t, @) [ € O}, Qut) :={X(t,z) |z ey},
T (D) = {X € 000 (1) | Xo = w(h{(t) + eX1)}.

X,w,m

The matching conditions between inner expansion in terms of X and outer expansion

in terms of @ require the equivalence in the limit, i.e., for any quantity aZ, (¢, ) with in-

ner expansion A7, (¢, X) there must hold lim,, _,,0 af, (£, ) = limx, (—1)m e A5, (£, X )| x,=zs-
With the rescaled coordinates, (2.15)-(2.19) and (2.22)—(2.26) become

(3.27)
e’Re(e0,UT — 0x, U0} + (Ui - VYUY) + Vi PF = A U] in Qg 1(t),

(3.28)

e’RRe(e0, U — 0x, U701 + (Ut - ViU) + Ve Pf = Me A Uy in Q5 x(t),
(3.29) Ve US =0 in Q,,(t),

. *Ngym = U, sym ° Nsym = at Xo =0,
3.30 US, Ngym =0,  toym - VUS Mgy = 0 X;=0

. *Ngym = U, at Xo =0,
3.31 Vo PE, - Mgy = 0 X;=0
(3.32) Tg - (U;, +2)°D,(U;,)N5) =0, U;, -N5=0 on Ty (1),
(3.33) OYNf, +e0, Y- Np. =U;i- Ny, Ui=Uj on TS (2),
(3.34) —(Pf — Pf)NT + 2¢( Dy (Uf) - MD(U})) Nf. = £ K°N§.  on T(b),
(3.35) T Msym =0 at s =0,
(3:36)  cos(0(—0 (N Ty +eY* T x,=vyp)) = T - T, xpoye  ats=1.

The transformed normal and tangential vectors are given by

€ __ g€ e _ €
T, = tw‘ml:’Y?"‘le’ Ny = nw‘ﬂUl:’Y?—i-sXﬁ
9sYy
TE — 1 a YE NE — 1 ( s Yo )
r V(0 Y2 +(8,YH2 5T r /(0:YE)2+(0:YE)2 \ —0sYT )’

and the rescaled curvature K°€ is

e 0sYFOPYS-0,Y50%Yf
=((0:YP)2+(0,v5)2)" "

Inserting the homogenization ansatz into (3.27)—(3.36) using (A1)—(A5), (A7),
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(A8) and a Taylor expansion around X = w®(7?(¢)) for (3.32), one obtains

(3.37) O(e?) =V, P + ¢ (V P! — AUY) in QF 1(t),
(3.38) O(e?) =V, P{ + ¢ (VP — MA,UY) in QF 1(t),
(3.39) O(e) = V- U, in Q% . (1),
(3.40) O(e) = U, 5, O(e) = 0x,Upy 4 at Xy =0,
(3.41) O(e?) = 0x, P?, + €0x, P, at Xy =0,
(3.42) O(e) =Up 1 + (A" + Ac exp(—|X1]))
: (8X2U70n,1 + 0x, qu,z) at Xo = w’ (71 (1)),

(3.43) Oe) = Up, » at Xo = w’(v](¢)),
(3.44) O(e) = (07 — Ury) 95Y5 + Upy0:Yy on TS(t),
(3.45) O(e) =UY - Uy on 'S (1),
(3.46)

O(em(127) = (P — PP) + S GBS on TR(),
(347)  O() =0,Y" - (Dy(U}) - MDLUD) ( %) onT5(t),
(3.48) 0O(e) = 8,Y? at s =0,
(3.49) O(e) = Y ¢ S cos(6°(0:1Y)) at s = 1.

V(0:Y)2+(8:Y7)?

The leading order terms in the momentum equations (3.37) and (3.38) yield
Vi P2 = 0 in QF,,(t) for m € {I,I}. This is in agreement with the symmetry
condition (3.41). By matching with the outer solution we obtain

(3.50) PY(t, X) =p0,(t,71(t)  forall X € QF (1)

Remark 3.1. Recall that we assume Ca = ¢“Ca for some o € Ny. Considering
(3.46), one must distinguish the cases @« < 1, = 1 and a > 1. For a < 1, the
interface tension force is negligible in leading order, such that the pressures P and
Pﬁ) are equal. Formally, this allows to determine the leading order solution of the outer
bulk-flow problem. However, this also means that the interface I'S () is not stabilized
by surface tension, but part of the first order solution, such that we cannot guarantee
solvability. Furthermore, one might expect the occurrence of topological changes due
to e.g. formation of bubbles, thin films, etc. which are not part of this model. In
the case a > 1, the interfacial tension force is dominating (3.46), so that the leading
order curvature K° of the interface is zero. Due to the boundary conditions (3.48)
and (3.49), this can only happen if the leading order contact angle 8°(9,~Y) is 7/2 for
any v (t), i.e., for a constant contact angle model for perfectly mixed-wet materials.
Even worse, due to (3.50), the leading order solution of the outer bulk-flow problem
then depends on the first order solution, such that we cannot assure the solvability in
this case either. We therefore consider in what follows only the case o = 1. Then the
pressure difference is balanced by the surface tension force in (3.46). This leads to a
solution for the outer bulk-flow problem as well as for the interface shape.

In the regime o = 1, plugging the constant pressures (3.50) into the interfacial
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force balance (3.46) yields a constant leading-order curvature K° given by
DYPPYY - 0,YPOY
((@.YP)2 +(0.))?

(351) KO = :@(p.]& _p?)|w1:’y?'

Therefore, the interface is a circular arc. By the contact-angle condition (3.49), one
obtains

_cos(6°(01))

w'(7})
Combining (3.51) and (3.52) and plugging in the bulk pressure solutions (3.24) and
(3.26) leads to

(3.52) K=

" !
0 3 3M
(3.53) Pin — 4 (/O (wo(z1))2(3/\°+w0(z1))dx1 + /y“ @@ ))ZBA w0 (a1)) d$1>
1
_ cos(0°(9n))
Caw®(+})

Due to the constant curvature (3.52) and the symmetry condition (3.48), the lead-
ing order interface T'Y(t) := {Y°(t,s) | s € [0,1]} is given (up to a reparametrization)
by

oD (cos(cz9°<6w?>>s)sin(e“<8w?>>> for 6° # /2,

Yvo(t7 5) — { cos(0°(0¢? sin((g—ao(i)t'y?))s)

W (9(6)(0) for 60 — /2.

S

Analogously to Remark 2.2, by the mass conservation (2.17), the interface velocity
(3.33) and the outer velocity solution (3.23), we obtain

1
0= Vs-ufd:cz/ uf-n%dl—/ uf1|x _odz1
Qs re 0 !

1
= | 0Np, +e0, Y Nidl —q+ Oe) = / X 0sYsds — g+ O(e)
re 0
= 0mnw’(1)) — g+ O(e).
Therefore, the leading order position 79 of the interface fulfils

(3:54) () = -

To find the solution for w?,, p%, (m € {I,1}), which is given by (3.23)-(3.26), one
has to determine ), ¢ and p? . The derivation depends on the chosen inlet boundary
condition. For a given inlet velocity uf = us, at I'{, the value of ¢ is known. Plugging
q into (3.54) and solving for 4 yields

3806 = (Wl + [ tq(T)dr> ,

where W(€) := fog w®(x1)dxy. Note that W = w® > 0 by (A4), such that the inverse
function W1 is well-defined. Finally, p? can be found by (3.53).
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For a given inlet pressure pf = p{, at I';, the value of p{, is known. Then, the
differential algebraic system (3.53) and (3.54) has index 1 and can be solved for ¢ and
7Y, A sufficient condition for solvability is

sin (90 (Tuog'y[l)i) )) (00)/(11}0217?))

0 1
alnn0(~0\)2 3 3M
# Ca(w”(71)) </O WG Te ) 41 T LO RO =TI LN

1

where (0°)" denotes the derivative of §°. Note that the righthand side is always posi-
tive, so that any contact angle model which fulfils (/)" < 0 yields solvable differential
algebraic equations.

Furthermore, from (3.37)—(3.45) and (3.47), the velocity close to the interface is
given by two coupled Stokes problems. More precisely, these problems are defined in
the domains

Q) ={X eRx (0,w’(7{(1))) | Is € [0,1] : X1 < Y{(t,8) A Xo = Y3 (t,5)},
QU p(t) ={X e R x (0,w’(H)(t)) | 3s € [0,1] : X1 > YL(t,5) A Xo = Y3 (t,5)}.
With this, the two problems are (m € {I,1})

(3.55) 0=V, P!—AUY in QY 1(t),

(3.56) 0=V, P; —MAUY in Q2 5(t),

(3.57) 0=V, U in Q2 ,.(t),

(358) 0=Up,  0=0x,UM;, 0 =0x, P} at Xo =0,

(359) 0=UJ 1+ (A\°+Acexp(—|X1))) Ox,US 1, 0=Up, at X =w'(+)(t),
(3.60) 0= (87 — Upy) 05Yy + Upp05YY on T'2(¢),

(3.61) 0=UY{-Ujy on I'Y(t),

(3:62) 0=0,Y" (D(U?) - MD(UR) ( %%,) on TY(1),

(3.63) 0= XllggooU? — U7 4y =19 my= X

(3.64) 0= Xlligloo Ul — U]y, =0 p= -

3.3. Unsaturated flow limit. In (A2) we assumed the viscosity ratio M =
O(e). Here, we investigate the case when the viscosity of fluid I is much smaller
than that of fluid I, like in a system consisting of water and air. Hence, we replace
(A2) by:

(A9) The viscosity ratio satisfies M = O(¢?) for some 3 > 1.
Following the same steps as in the previous subsections, we obtain a model which
only includes the flow of fluid I, while the flow of fluid II can be omitted. In other
words, the upscaled model is an unsaturated flow in the thin strip. Furthermore, the
effective solution for fluid I will coincide with the one obtained when letting M — 0
in (3.23), (3.24), (3.53), and (3.54) derived previously.

To this end, we use the same asymptotic expansions and (A1), (A3)—(A8) and
(A9) instead of (A2). For fluid I, we obtain again (3.3), (3.4), (3.7)—(3.9), (3.13), and
(3.14) and work with either (3.10) or (3.11) as inlet condition. Therefore, the solution
for fluid I is again (3.23) and (3.24), where p? and q are given by the interface region
and the inlet condition.
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For fluid T, the leading order mass balance equations become

(3.65) O(e) = 9x,p1 in Qg(?),
3.66 O@EY) =10, ph in Q% (t).
2 M1 I

Together with the leading order outflow condition O(e) = p§ at 1 = 1, we conclude
that p§(t,z) = 0 in QF(¢). Rescaling the interface region as in subsection 3.2 and
taking (A7) and (A8) into account, the leading order equations for fluid I are again
(3.37) and (3.39)—(3.43). Since pY = 0, the interface conditions are (3.42)—(3.44) and
(3.48), as well as

min(1,2—a)y _ p0 | e~ Y02V, -0, Y 92YY e
(3:67) Ote ) =B+ S v on I (1),
(3.68) O(e) = ,Y° - D (UY) ( fayy) on L= (1).
In the regime o = 1, this yields a constant leading-order curvature, implying

0
n cos(6°(9¢77))

0 3 _ 1

(369) Pin — Q/O (w“(xl))2(3)\°+w0(x1))dx1 = @U}O(’y?)
q(t)

3.70 00(t) = ——~2—.
70 O = Wm0 m)

3.4. Hysteretic contact angle model. The previous analysis requires that
the dynamic contact angle relation is continuous, as expressed in (A5). However,
experiments suggest the occurrence of contact angle hysteresis, see e.g. the reviews [10,
56] discussing this as a result of surface wettability and roughness. This means that
static contact angles are not unique, but can vary due to pinning. Here, we allow
that the contact angle relation 6° involves a multi-valued graph if the velocity of the
contact line is zero. To still obtain a well-defined contact angle law, we reformulate
the respective condition under the following assumption, which replaces (A5).

(A10) Restricted to R\ {0}, ¢ is a Lipschitz-continuous and strictly monotonic
function into (0, 7). For a zero velocity, it can take any values as follows.

95(0) c [hmu/o as(u)’ hmu\o Qf(u)] if 6% is increasing,
[limy, 0 05(u), limy, o 05(u)]  otherwise.

Using the monotonicity of 6%, one can invert the relation with respect to the velocity.
For this, let (¢ := (cos(6¥))~! be the inverse of cos #°. By (A10), ¢ is well-defined and
Lipschitz-continuous. As before, we assume that (¢ depends regularly on ¢.

(A11) ¢° has a uniform expansion

¢(a) = ¢°(a) + ¢ (a) + O(?),

where (Y : (—1,1) — R is Lipschitz-continuous.
With this, we study the Navier—Stokes system for two-phase flow (2.15)—(2.25),
but replace (2.26) by the following, inverted contact angle condition

(3.71) (8] o) =007

Since the analysis in subsection 3.1 is independent of the interface region, and in
particular does not use (A5) or the non-hysteretic contact angle relation (2.26), the
derived bulk solutions (3.23)—(3.26) remain unchanged.
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Using (A1)—(A4), (A6)—(A8) and (All) instead of (A5), we repeat the analysis
close to the interface I'(¢) from subsection 3.2. Following the same steps, we obtain
a circular interface with constant curvature K°, which is then implicitly given by

o = ¢" (W' (M)K®).

Combining this, the pressure balance (3.51), and the outer pressure solution (3.24)
and (3.26), one obtains

(3.72) oy = ¢ (W’ () Calp, — ¢ (W) »

where

71 1
0y . 3 3M
J(71) -—/0 WO @A Ty 421 + /70 @ @D E A Twr ) 41

Together with (3.54), this forms a differential algebraic system of two equations for
the two unknowns +¢ and either p{ or q. Furthermore, the Stokes problem for finding
the velocity close to the interface remains unchanged as well.

The solution process depends again on the chosen inlet boundary condition, anal-
ogously to the discussion in subsection 3.2. As before, it is sufficient to obtain 7Y,
pY and g, since these are the unknown coefficients for the bulk solutions u2, and p?,
(m € {I,I}) given by (3.23)—(3.26). For an inlet velocity boundary condition u§ = uf,
(at T%,), the value of ¢ is given. Hence, plugging this into (3.54) yields 49, and thus
one can solve (3.72) for p? . However, the solution of the inlet pressure p)) is not
unique if the contact angle relation 6° is multi-valued at velocity © = 0. On the other
hand, for an inlet pressure condition pf = pZ,, the value of p{ is known. Then, the
differential algebraic system (3.54) and (3.72) has index 1 and can be solved for ¢ and
7Y. A sufficient condition for the unique solvability is

1
Calw (DTG

4. Averaged Models and Effective Quantities. Based on the asymptotic so-
lution for pressures and velocities, we continue with the study of averaged models and
effective quantities. First, we show that a local, one-dimensional version of Darcy’s
law holds for the transversally averaged pressures and velocities. In the second part
we derive effective quantities based on volume averages. The main result is a capillary
pressure - saturation relationship involving dynamic effects.

In the following, we are only interested in the leading order relations. To simplify
the notation, we therefore drop the indices (-)° and (-)°, and neglect higher-order
terms. Hence, all following equations should be understood as up to terms of order .

() (W’ () Ca(pf, — qJ(7}))) #

4.1. Transversal average: Darcy’s law. In the following, we derive the trans-
versal average of the quantities to demonstrate that the one-dimensional description
of the thin strip yields a local version of Darcy’s law. To this end, recall that the
total flux (in the half strip) ¢(t) is independent of x; as discussed in Remark 2.2. The
transversally averaged velocity in zi-direction is therefore given by

u xT1) = ((
(o) {((

q(t)
w(zy)

w(z1)) 0 ur1(t, x)drs  for x1 < 7 (t),

—1 pw(=z1)
x1))! fow(ml) urn(t, xz)dry  for xy > v (2).

w
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K
——A=0
9 | - A=025
,/ A=05
1 P

Ficure 4.1. The local permeability K1 has a quadratic dependence on the width w and increases
for increasing slip length A.

Since the pressures p; and pp are independent of x5, we obtain for the transversally
averaged pressures

w(zy)
Pt 1) = (w(zy)) ™! / pi(t, @) des

n 3
= pn(t) — q(t) /O (w(€))2(3X + w(€))

w(x1)
Pu(t, 71) = (w(z))~! / pu(t, )des

d¢ for z1 < 71 (t),

! 3M
=) | o T for = 7(0)

This means that the transversally averaged pressures satisfy a Darcy-type law

ﬂ(t, 331) = —Km(a:l)azlﬁm(t, .131)
for m € {I, 1}, where the local permeabilities are given by

Ki(z1) == $w(x1)(3X + w(21)),
Ku(z1) = srpw(@1) (3 + w(wy)).

These permeabilities depend only on the local width w of the thin strip, on the slip

length A and on the viscosity ratio M of the fluids, see also Figure 4.1. Note that
2

this resembles the typical relation w = %3951 p for single-phase flow in a thin strip of

diameter d = 2w.

4.2. Effective quantities: Dynamic capillary pressure. To obtain effective
quantities like the saturation and the intrinsically averaged pressures, we use volume
averages. With these, we obtain a capillary pressure - saturation relationship involving
dynamic effects. In line with classical volume averaging theory [73, 55], we define the
volume average (a,,) of a quantity a,, defined in Q,,, m € {I,II}, to be

Jo amdx
<am> = )
Jq d

while the intrinsic average is

fQ amdx
<Ufm>m = m
fﬂm dx
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The volume of the domain € is given by

/QI dx = /071 w(zy)dry = W(n).

Analogously, we have [,dz = W(1) and [, dx = W(1) — W(v1). Therefore, the
saturation of fluid I is in leading order given by

Jouy 4 _ W)
Jo de w() -

(4.1) S(t) == (la,m) =

Note that we only consider the case when both phases are present, so that v (¢) € (0,1)
and S € (0,1). For simplicity, we define the function

1

2 Y= LT ovms))

which represents the reciprocal of the local width depending on the saturation S and
on the geometry of the thin strip. Note that the system (3.53) and (3.54) can be
rewritten in terms of the saturation as

s 1
o — V() ( [ 5o e | swwd£>

3A+ (T(6)T s 3A+(T(E)!
_ cos(@OW(1)¥(5), ))\1/(5)
C 9
o q
atS — Wl)

However, this reformulation is less practical, since the function ¥ typically is not a
closed-form expression.
Using (3.24), the intrinsically averaged pressure of fluid I is

01 = ) / wian) (p - q/ <w<e>>2<33A+w<s>>d5> e

which can be rewritten after integration by parts as

B 3(] Y1 W(Il) .
=l 5 | G

Analogously, (3.26) yields the intrinsically averaged pressure of fluid I to be

B 3Mg Loow@) = W)
I O Tend e[ ey

Using the interface condition (3.53), the difference of the intrinsically averaged pres-
sures, in the following called phase-pressure difference, is given by
cos(0(0yy1)) 4 3 ( 1 /71 W(z1)
Caw(y1) W(71) (w(21))?(3A + w(z1))
M /1 W) =W(z1) >
W) = W) Jy, (w@))2@GA +w(a) )

(4.5)  {py); — (pu)y = da

+
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Using (4.1) and (4.2) and the interface condition (3.54), this difference can be ex-
pressed in the form

(4.6) (1)1 — (P)1 = Pejloc(S; 04.S) + 7(S)0,S.

The first term on the right denotes the local capillary pressure pc joc := (p1—pn) \ml:%
given by
cos(OOW(1)¥(S)0S
(4.7) Pesoc(S,8,8) = SOV DLERS)) g, )
Ca
The second term in (4.6) can be interpreted as a dynamic capillarity due to the viscous
drag. In particular, its coefficient is

W) 5 e SWOM 1 (1 £)(W(e))
a8y =g [ S T s s s )

which depends on the slip length A, the viscosity ratio M and the wall function w.
Note that under static conditions, when ¢ < 1, we have pi, = (pr)1r — (Pr) = Pelocs
such that the measurement of the inlet pressure yields (static) capillary pressure—
saturation relation, but under the dynamic conditions studied here, these quantities
can considerably differ. This one must be aware of when performing experiments.

The local capillary pressure p. 1o depends reciprocally on the effective capillary
number Ca and on the local width w(W~=t(W(1)S)) = 1/¥(S) of the thin strip. In
case of a dynamic contact angle model of the form cos(f(u)) = cos(ds) + nCau, the
molecular kinetic theory in [9, 10], (4.7) yields

(1.9) PYT(5,005) = 0w s) 4 (1) (w(s)?as.

3
Tdg,

The static and dynamic effects are decoupled in this case. The first term models the
static (local) capillary pressure, while the second term is a dynamic contribution.
In case of a constant contact angle § = 65 € (0, ), (4.7) yields the local capillary
pressure
pemsn(s) = <2y g)
Ca

With I(t) := fo(t) ds being the length of the circular interface I'x(¢) at time ¢, the
local capillary pressure becomes

T _ 9,
Cal
Observe that I(t) can be assimilated to the interfacial area concept considered in [29,

30]. Note that for a dynamic contact angle, there is no simple closed-form expression of
the local capillary pressure as a function of the interface length (nor of its derivatives).

[ V)

Petoe (1)

5. Numerical Experiments. To illustrate the theoretical findings, we depict
some numerical examples in this section. We start with a thin strip of constant width,
and afterwards consider a constricted “pore throat” with varying width. After a short
discussion of the boundary conditions, we consider the resulting effective quantities.
In particular, we study the effect of the slip length and the viscosity ratio and discuss
the effect of a dynamic and a hysteretic contact angle model for both geometries.

We have implemented the numerical solutions using MATLAB® R2020a [66]. The
source code is available under the CC-BY license at https://github.com/s-lunowa/
AsymptoticThinStripMCLSolver.
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Parameter Value
Capillary number Ca 1/2
Contact angle 0 /3
Slip length A 1/6
Viscosity ratio M 1
Initial interface position 71 |t=o 0
Inlet pressure Pin 3
TABLE 5.1

Standard parameters for the thin strip of constant width.

Ficure 5.1. Velocity profile in the thin strip with constant width (A =1/6).

5.1. Thin strip of constant width. First we consider a simple case, which is a
thin strip of constant width w®= 1, and study the velocity and pressure distribution
of the two phases as well as the movement of the interface. After a short discussion of
the effect of different inlet boundary conditions, we will consider the effect of different
parameter choices in the following subsections — the slip length in subsection 5.1.1,
the viscosity ratio in subsection 5.1.2, and dynamic and hysteretic contact angle mod-
els in subsections 5.1.3 and 5.1.4, respectively. Except for the varying parameter
mentioned in each subsection, all the other ones are fixed, as given in Table 5.1. In
particular, the contact angle model considered when discussing the other parameters
is constant, i.e., the contact angle is static and fluid I is non-wetting.

For this geometry, the solution given in (3.23)-(3.26) for the bulk domains be-
comes

2AH1—x2 3

(5.1) wi(t,z) = (S‘I(t)o6,\+2 > pit, @) = pin(t) —q(t)3>\qj: o for @ < (1),
22 +1—a? 3M(1 —=x

62) wta) = (30255 ), mie) =g TG forn > i)

This means that the velocity profiles are of Hagen-Poiseuille type, see also Figure 5.1.
The pressures decrease linearly inside the bulk phases due to the viscous forces. Fur-
thermore, the interface system (3.53) and (3.54) simplifies into

t M(1 — (¢ cos(A(q(t
6:3) i) - gl HOEIE ) o@D g — g,

The actual size of the quantities and the movement of the interface depends on
the inlet boundary conditions, on the effective capillary number, on the slip length,
on the viscosity ratio and on the contact angle model. Here, we shortly discuss the
qualitatively different cases with respect to the inlet boundary conditions and the
viscosity ratio, when all other parameters are given by Table 5.1 for simplicity.

(a) When the inlet velocity is fixed, e.g. uin,1 = 4/3 — 23, one obtains ¢(f) = 1 and
thus the constant (in time) velocities u,, 1 = 4/3 — 23 for m € {I, 1}, so that the
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(a) Constant inlet velocity (b) Constant inlet pressure

Pressure Pressure

FI1GURE 5.2. Pressure distribution over length x1 at various times in the thin strip of constant
width for viscosity ratio M = 0.5. The solution depends on the inlet boundary condition and shows
a more dynamic behaviour in case (b) than in case (a).

interface moves linearly, 71 (t) = ¢t. The pressures are then given by
pi(t,x) =1+ 2M + 2(1 — M)t — 2z, pr(t, ) = 2M(1 — x1).

For M = 1, the pressure of fluid I is time-dependent, see also Figure 5.2, while
both pressures are constant in time for M = 1.

(b) When the inlet pressure is fixed, e.g. pi, = 3, the flow of both fluids is time-
dependent. For a viscosity ratio M < 1, one obtains the solution

pi(t, @) =3 — 201 pu(t, z) = 2MAM(O—z1)
Um,l(t7$) - \/m» ’Yl(t) = T ,

for m € {I, 1}, see Figure 5.2. Analogous behaviour can be observed when M > 1.

Ouly for M = 1, both pressures are constant in time, like in (a).
From these examples, we observe a more dynamic behaviour when the inlet pressure is
given, which corresponds also to the typical setting for capillary pressure experiments.
Thus, we restrict the following discussion to the case of given pressure boundary
condition at the inlet.

Due to the constant width, the effective quantities have rather simple algebraic
expressions. The saturation S coincides with the interface position, i.e., S = ;. The
local permeabilities are constant and given by

143\ 143\
Ky = .
3 I="3M

(5.4) K =

The local capillary pressure, the dynamic coefficient and the phase-pressure difference
are

(5:5) Petoc(S, 8y5) = L8005
Ca
_ g9 +ME-5)
o0 m(5) =3 6A + 2 ’
(57) <pI>I _ <p]I>]1 — Pin "i_pc,loc<s7 atS)

2
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Ficure 5.3. For an increasing slip length A, the velocity ratio U,e; = Um,1 |Zz:1/q at the wall

increases (left), while the dynamic parameter T decreases (center). The interface position y1 moves
faster for an increasing slip length X (right).

As direct consequence of the constant contact angle in Table 5.1, we obtain a
constant local capillary pressure p.loc = 1 by (5.5) and a constant phase-pressure
difference (pr); — (pn)y = 2 by (5.7). Changing the static contact angle § = 0, € (0, )
or the capillary number Ca influences the size of the local capillary pressure and the
size of the phase-pressure difference in a straightforward way, while the behaviour
of the other quantities remains qualitatively the same. For simplicity, we do not
discuss their detailed effects. Note that pcoc and (pr); — (pn)y do not depend on
the slip length nor on the viscosity ratio. Hence, we only consider their behaviour
for dynamic and hysteretic contact angle models. Meanwhile, the dynamic coefficient
depends on the slip length and the viscosity ratio, which is relevant in case of a inlet
velocity condition.

5.1.1. Effect of the slip length. First, we consider the effect of the slip length
A while using all other parameters as above. The velocity at the wall is given by

Umal,, oy =azgy  form e (LI}

It is zero for A = 0, increases for an increasing slip length, and approaches ¢ for
A — 00, which corresponds to a total slip, see Figure 5.3. This is a result of the
decreased friction of the fluid at the wall for an increased slip length. Additionally,
this leads to a smaller dynamic coefficient 7, cf. (5.6) and Figure 5.3. For constant
inlet pressure, the decrease of the pressure gradients in (5.1) and (5.2) for an increased
slip length A are compensated by a larger total flux ¢, and thus a faster movement of
the interface position 71, see also Figure 5.3. The local permeabilities Ki, Ky show
a similar behaviour. Observe that since w = 1, these only depend on the slip length.
As follows from (5.4) (see also Figure 4.1), they increase linearly with .

5.1.2. Effect of the viscosity ratio. Next, we continue the investigation for
various viscosity ratios M. Since the viscous force in fluid I is proportional to the
viscosity ratio M, the total flux ¢ decreases when the viscosity ratio M increases,
cf. (5.3). In particular, the interface position v; moves faster when the thin strip is
mainly filled by the less viscous fluid. Furthermore, we observe that the solutions
converge for M — 0 towards solution of the simplified, unsaturated flow model as
discussed in subsection 3.3, see Figure 5.4. Note that we use 1|9 = 1072 when
M = 0 to avoid the degeneration of the interface system (5.3).

The dynamic coefficient 7 becomes larger for small saturations .S, if the viscosity
ratio is large (M > 1), and vice versa for M < 1, see (5.6) and Figure 5.4. Note that
one can observe even in this extremely simplified setting that the dynamic coefficient is
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Ficure 5.4. For increasing viscosity ratio M, the dynamic parameter T increases (left), while
the interface position y1 moves slower (right).
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FiGure 5.5. The local capillary pressure pc ioc increases for increasing dynamic contact angle
coefficient n (left). Hence, the movement of the interface position y1 slows down (right).

saturation dependent, except for fluids with the same viscosity (M = 1). Additionally,
the dynamic coefficient is monotonic in the saturation S for any viscosity ratio.

5.1.3. Effect of a dynamic contact angle. Now, we consider the effect of
a dynamic contact angle model. As we expect the similar qualitative behaviour for
different dynamic contact angle models, we restrict the discussion to the model

(5.8) 6(u) = arccos(max(min(cos(f,) + nCau, 1), —1)),

which is the molecular kinetic theory model from [11, 15, 9, 10] restricted to the
possible range [0, 7]. Here, the parameter n > 0 models the effective friction at the
contact point leading to a dynamic contact angle. For comparability, we fix the static
contact angle 8, = 7/3 and all the other parameters as in Table 5.1. Note that for
any 1 > 0, the differential algebraic system (5.3) has a unique solution, since cosine
is monotonic decreasing on [0, 7).

In contrast to the previous examples, the dynamic contact angle model does not
affect the dynamic coefficient 7, but has an impact on the local capillary pressure
Pe,loc and the phase-pressure difference (pr); — (pn)y. Recall that the local capillary
pressure is given in this case by (4.9). In particular, its dynamic part is proportional
to the parameter 7. Hence, the interface position ; moves slower when the parameter
7 increases, see Figure 5.5. Note that the total flux ¢ is constant, so that ~y; is linear
in time. Therefore, the local capillary pressure and the phase-pressure difference
are constant over S (due to M = 1), so that we only show the dependence on 7 in
Figure 5.5.
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FIGURE 5.6. The total flur q (top-left) is linear for the static and dynamic contact angle
model, while being zero for some time for the hysteretic model. The interface position vy1 moves
accordingly (top-right). In case of the hysteretic model, it is at rest, when the local capillary pressure
De,ioc (bottom-left) lies in between the (static) capillary pressures for drainage and imbibition, i.e.,
De,loc 18 multi-valued at the maxzimal reached saturation. For the dynamic models, pc 0. at the
magzimal saturation is exactly the static capillary pressure. The phase-pressure difference (pr); —
(pm)  (bottom-right) shows the same qualitative behaviour.

5.1.4. Effect of a hysteretic contact angle. Finally, we consider the effect
of a hysteretic contact angle model and compare it to the static and dynamic ones.
As before we use the dynamic contact angle model (5.8) with static contact angle
0s = w/3. For the hysteretic contact angle model, the advancing and receding contact
angles (with respect to fluid I) are chosen 6, = m/4 and 6, = 57/12, respectively.
Together with the same dynamic contact angle model away from u = 0, this yields

%ia(’af) lf a < COS(HT);
= { azcosla) 5

(5.9) R I
0 otherwise.

Recall that ( is the inverse of cosf. We consider a drainage and imbibition cycle by
choosing the time-dependent inlet pressure pi,(t) = 3 — ¢, and stop the simulations
when the interface position returns to the inlet. The other parameters are taken
from Table 5.1.

As in the dynamic case, we observe that the movement of the interface position
v1 is slower when the parameter 7 is increased, see Figure 5.6 (top). While the
total flux ¢ is linear for the static and dynamic contact angle model, so that ~; is
quadratic in time, the hysteretic model leads to a constant interface position when
0, < 8 < 0,. Therefore, the local capillary pressure p;oc and the phase-pressure
difference (pr); — (pr)y at the maximal reached saturation is multi-valued taking all
values between the (static) drainage and imbibition capillary pressures, see Figure 5.6
(bottom). On the other hand, for the dynamic contact angle model, p. 10c and (pr); —
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Parameter Value
Capillary number Ca 1/2
Contact angle 0 /3
Slip length A 1/6
Viscosity ratio M 1
Initial interface position 71 |t=o 0
Inlet pressure Pin 12

TABLE 5.2
Standard parameters for the case of varying width.

o IERIRRAEES
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Fiaure 5.7. Velocity profile in the thin strip of varying width (A =1/6).

(pm)y at the maximal saturation are given by the static capillary pressure, since 0,8 =
0. Furthermore, the hysteresis leads to higher deviations from the static capillary
pressure and thus a smaller maximal saturation. Finally, note that p;, is linear and
reaches piGas® at t = 2 such that all curves with the dynamic contact angle model are

symmetric. Since 6, and 6, have the same distance from 6, the same holds in the
hysteretic cases.

5.2. Constricted “pore throat”. Next, we consider a strip with varying width
w(x1) = 2/3 + cos(2mz1)/3,

which represents a constricted “pore throat”. As before, we shortly discuss the velocity
and pressure distribution of the two phases as well as the movement of the interface,
before proceeding with the detailed discussion of the effect of the slip length, of the
viscosity ratio and of a dynamic and a hysteretic contact angle model, varying each
individually, while fixing all other parameters as given in Table 5.2. Note that we
choose a static contact angle such that fluid I is non-wetting.

While the overall trend is similar to the previous case with constant width, we
additionally observe here a strong impact of the geometry on the flow behaviour
and thus on the effective quantities. In contrast to the constant-width case, the
local capillary pressure p.1,c now depends on the saturation due to the constriction,
see Figure 5.9. Analogously, the phase-pressure difference (pr); — (pr)y varies in the
saturation.

The solution in the bulk domains (3.23)—(3.26) for this geometry then reads

(c())? + 5e(ar) + 6 — a3
m tv =9q(t 3
uma (0 ®) = 9900 22 @e(n) + 1)
tm,2(t, @) = e187q(t) sin(2man) (it — Sl ),

(e(21)+2)? (2¢(21)+7)? (c(®1)+2)%(2c(w1)+7)?
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FIGURE 5.8. Pressure distribution over length x1 at various times (left) for fized inlet velocity
Uin1 = 4/3—2% and interface position 1 over time t (right) for fized inlet velocity w1 = 4/3 — 2?2
and fized pressure condition p;, = 12 in the thin strip of varying width.
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FiGure 5.9. The local capillarity pressure pe ioc increases for saturations below S = 0.5, and
decreases thereafter. The dynamic coefficient T shows an analogous behaviour. This is a result of
the symmetric constriction of the thin strip.

for m € {I, 1}, where c(x1) := cos(2mx1), see also Figure 5.7, while

st 2O (05 ) sreon (o wnire))
pi(t, @) = 2 Fc(n (h) + 71'(0(:1:1)+2)1 + V5 : ’

for x1 < 11(t), and

9 in(2nz 24q(t)(mwH(0.5—x1)—arctan ﬁtan(ﬂx )
pu(t, @) = 2LPEEE) ( — (s 0)),

for @1 > 71(t), where H denotes the Heaviside graph, see also Figure 5.8. The first
velocity component is higher where the width is reduced, while the second component
adjusts to the changes in width to maintain the incompressibility, see Figure 5.7.
Note that the second velocity component is of order € due to the different scaling.
Accordingly, the pressure gradients depend on the local width and are steeper around
the constriction in the middle. This leads to the s-shaped pressure profiles instead of
the linear ones in the constant-width case.

For fixed inlet velocity wuin1 = 4/3 — 23, i.e., for ¢ = 1, the pressure solutions at
several times are depicted in Figure 5.8 together with the evolution of the interface
position 7 (t), which is given implicitly by ¢ = 2v1(¢)/3 + sin(27y1(t))/(67). Note
that the interface position 7; moves faster in the vicinity of the constriction, since the
average velocity @ = ¢/w is higher around the constriction, cf. Figure 5.7. Further-
more, the movement is very similar to the one obtained with constant inlet pressure
pin = 12. Hence, we restrict the following discussion to this inlet pressure condition.
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FIGURE 5.10. The total flux q (left) is drastically reduced while the interface passes through the
constriction due to the larger capillary pressure. It increases when the slip length X\ is increased, so
that the movement of the interface position 1 is faster (right).
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FIGURE 5.11. The dynamic coefficient T decreases for increasing slip length X (left). It is
non-monotonic in the saturation. The resulting phase-pressure difference (pr);— (pm)  is also non-
monotonic, but almost the same for all slip lengths (right).

Note that this larger inlet pressure is necessary to obtain a similar total flux as in the
constant-width case, since the width is reduced.

For this geometry, we still can derive relations for the effective quantities obtained
in subsection 4.2. We obtain for the saturation

S=~+ ﬁ sin(27y1), S = %q.

Since this function S(;) has no analytical inverse, there is no closed-form expression
for the local capillary pressure pe 1oc (4.7) nor for the dynamic coefficient 7 (4.8). Their
numeric approximations are depicted in Figure 5.9. Both have a peak at S = 0.5,
where the interface passes the position z1 = 0.5 with the smallest width. For the local
capillary pressure this results from the reciprocal dependence on the local width, while
the dynamic coefficient is symmetric due to the symmetric wall and the viscosity ratio
M = 1. Note that the dynamic effects are much stronger than in the constant-width
setting due to the reduced width, which requires larger pressure gradients to maintain
the flow. Hence, we conclude that the wall shape has a significant impact, especially
on the dynamic effects.

5.2.1. Effect of the slip length. We begin the investigation for various slip
lengths A. As in the previous, constant-width case, the movement of the interface
position 7; is faster when the slip length is increased, see Figure 5.10. However, the
total flux ¢ is drastically reduced while the interface passes through the constriction
due to the higher capillary pressure, cf. Figure 5.10.
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FIGURE 5.12. The total flux q (left) is high when the thin strip is mainly filled with the less
viscous fluid. It is smaller while the interface passes through the constriction. When the viscosity
ratio M is increased, the interface position y1 moves generally slower (right).
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FIGURE 5.13. The dynamic parameter T increases for increasing viscosity ratio M (left). It
is non-monotonic in the saturation. The resulting phase-pressure difference (pr); — (pm)  is also
non-monotonic, but almost the same for all moderate viscosity ratios (right).

The dynamic coefficient 7 is lower when the slip length increases, as shown in Fig-
ure 5.11. In contrast to the constant-width case, it is non-monotonic in the saturation,
and maximal around S = 0.5, i.e., when the interface passes through the constriction
around z; = 0.5. Note that the combination of higher velocity with lower dynamic
coefficient leads to almost no changes in the phase-pressure difference (pr); — (pn)y for
all slip lengths, see Figure 5.11.

5.2.2. Effect of the viscosity ratio. Next, we consider the effect of the vis-
cosity ratio M. As in the previous, constant-wall case, the total flux ¢ is smaller when
the viscosity ratio M increases, see also Figure 5.12. Especially at early times ¢, one
can observe large total fluxes ¢, when the viscosity ratio is very small (M < 0.1), since
the strip is filled with the extremely mobile fluid I. On the other hand, the total flux
is reduced while the interface passes through the constriction, but this effect is very
small compared to the effect of viscosity for M < 1. As before, the solutions converge
for M — 0 towards the simplified, unsaturated flow model as discussed in subsec-
tion 3.3, see Figure 5.12. Note that we use 71|t:0 = 1073 when M = 0 to avoid the
degeneration of the interface system (3.53) and (3.54).

The dynamic coefficient 7 becomes larger for small saturations S, if the viscosity
ratio is larger (M > 1), and vice versa for M < 1, as shown in Figure 5.13. The rapid
change close to S = 0.5 is due to the strong influence of the region around z; = 0.5,
where the thin strip has its minimal width. Note that for small viscosity ratio M < 0.1
and saturation below 0.4, the dynamic coefficient is almost zero. Furthermore, we
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FIGURE 5.14. The total flux q (left) decreases for higher values of m, since the (dynamic) local
capillary pressure increases. Accordingly, the interface position y1 moves slower (right). Due to the
constriction, the effect is maximal for v1 = 0.5.

F1GURE 5.15. The local capillary pressure p. 1. increases for increasing dynamic contact angle
coefficient n (left). It attains its mazimum at S = 0.5, when the interface passes the minimal width.
The resulting phase-pressure difference (pr); — (pm) ; shows the same behaviour (right).

observe here non-monotonic behaviour of the dynamic coefficient 7 for every viscosity
ratio, while it is monotonic in the constant-width case. This is due to the interplay
between the constricted geometry and the nonlinear dynamic effect (4.8). Finally,
note that the combination of higher velocity with lower dynamic coefficient leads
to almost no changes in the phase-pressure difference (pr); — (pn)y for all moderate
viscosity ratios, see Figure 5.13. Only for a very small viscosity ratio M < 0.1, the
phase-pressure difference is slightly lower for saturations between 0 and 0.5.

5.2.3. Effect of a dynamic contact angle. We consider the effect of a dy-
namic contact angle model. As for the constant-width case, we use (5.8) with 65 =
m/3. The total flux ¢ is smaller when 7 is increased, see Figure 5.14. This effect is
amplified while the interface passes through the constriction.

Although the total flux is smaller, the local capillary pressure pe 1o and the phase-
pressure difference (pr); — (pr)y increase for increasing 7, see Figure 5.15. The max-
imum is attained at S = 0.5, when the interface passes the minimal width. There,
the dynamic effect is also the highest. Note that the curves for n = 0.75 and n = 1
partly coincide because the dynamic contact angle reaches 7 in both cases. In a lab-
oratory experiment, this could lead to instabilities and the formation of bubbles or
a thin residual film. However, that such behaviour is beyond the scope of the model
presented here.
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FIGURE 5.16. The total flux q (top-left) decreases faster when the interface passes through the
constriction. In case of the hysteretic contact angle model the interface position 1 (top-right) stops
in the constriction when the local capillary pressure pc joc (bottom-left) lies in between the (static)
capillary pressures for drainage and imbibition, whereas p. o at the mazximal saturation is exactly
the static capillary pressure for the dynamic models. The phase-pressure difference (pr); — (pm)
(bottom-right) shows the same qualitative behaviour.

5.2.4. Effect of a hysteretic contact angle. Finally, we consider the effect
of a hysteretic contact angle model and compare it to the static and dynamic ones.
As in the constant-width case, we use the dynamic contact angle model (5.8) with
0s = w/3 and the hysteretic contact angle model (5.9) with 6, = 7/4 and 6, = 57 /12.
We consider a drainage and imbibition cycle by choosing the time-dependent inlet
pressure pi,(t) = 9 — 4¢, and stop the simulations when the interface position returns
to the inlet. The other parameters are taken from Table 5.2.

As before, the total flux g decreases faster, when the interface passes through
the constriction, see Figure 5.16 (top). Note that the higher capillary pressure when
passing the constriction counteracts the drainage, while it increases the imbibition
speed. This results in a more negative velocity. In case of the hysteretic contact angle
model, the interface position +; stops in the constriction, while the pressure lies in
between the (static) capillary pressures for drainage and imbibition, so that the local
capillary pressure p. 1oc and the phase-pressure difference (pr);—(pr)y are multi-valued
at the maximal saturation. In contrast, the dynamic model yields a direct switching
between drainage and imbibition, when p. 1. is exactly the static capillary pressure
(at the maximal saturation), see Figure 5.16 (bottom). Hence, hysteresis also leads
to higher deviations from the static capillary pressure and thus a smaller maximal
saturation.

6. Conclusion. We have formally derived the asymptotic solution for the flow
of two immiscible fluids in a two-dimensional thin strip of varying width, where the
fluid-fluid interface is treated as a free boundary. The obtained effective models form
a system of differential algebraic equations for the interface position and the total
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flux, and are applicable to a wide range of viscosity ratios M, of slip lengths A, as well
as contact angle models. The resulting effective relations are a Darcy-type equation
for the local flow, and a capillary pressure - saturation relationship involving dynamic
effects.

We have discussed the effects of a varying pore width, of the viscosity ratio, of the
slip length as well as of having a dynamic and a hysteretic contact angle law through
numerical experiments. In particular, the results for a varying pore width show that
the geometry has a large influence on the effective quantities and their behaviour.
While dynamic effects occur even for a static contact angle model, hysteresis in the
capillary pressure is only present when a hysteretic contact model is used.

The presented models and effective relations can be generalized to asymmetric as
well as tube-like three-dimensional domains with heterogeneities in the contact angle.
Furthermore, rough walls of type w(z1) = w(z1) + ew'(z1 /) + O(e) would strongly
affect the shape and position of the interface. This needs to be investigated in the
future. Our future work will focus on the radial-symmetric case in three dimensions
including the effect of outer forces such as gravity. Such three-dimensional models can
be further used in pore-network models or for upscaling in a bundle-of-tubes model.
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